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Saint Anne’s Episcopal Church 
15 E. Green Street 

Middletown Delaware 19709 
302-378-2401 

www.SaintAnnesChurchDE.org 

 

June 4, 2020 

 

Dear People of Saint Anne’s, 

 

On Sunday evening, as the Youth Groups reflected on racial bias and violence 

and on the protests occurring in our nation, I shared a story from when I was a high 

school student at Wilmington Friends School. I remember my teachers, who 

seemed “old” to me at the time, talking about racial bias and violence and 

challenging my classmates and me to take seriously the struggle for justice, 

equality, and peace. I told the youth on Sunday that here I was, now the “old guy”, 

passing on to them the challenge that my teachers had passed on to me. For as my 

teachers said to me and as I said to the youth and as I now say to all of us at Saint 

Anne’s, the struggle to end racial bias and violence continues, the struggle for 

justice, equality, and peace continues.  

To name that racial bias and violence continues in our own day is to 

acknowledge that these realities are rooted in the very beginning of our nation. 

Further, to challenge racial bias and violence requires that we understand how 

these realities are systemic and institutionalized, how racial bias and violence are 

legitimized and perpetuated through economic and political policies and practices.  

To confront racial bias and violence is, therefore, to confront who we are as a 

nation and a Church, who we have been, and to struggle to change who we will be. 

In the following reflection, I address how I understand myself and my role in 

the struggle for justice and equality with the hope that my self-reflection may 

inspire each of us to similar self-reflection, noting that our congregation is many 

different people and that who each of us is and how each of us engages this work 

will be different.  

As a white American and disciple of Jesus Christ, I can decry the racial bias of 

others only if I am prepared to address my own racial bias. I can condemn the 

silence and complicity of others in the face of systemic racial violence and injustice 

only if I am prepared to acknowledge my own silence and complicity. I can judge 

the failures of others to effect change for justice and equality only if I am willing to 

judge my own failures. I can be part of the solution only if I understand how I am 

part of the problem. I commit therefore, with God’s help, to the ongoing work of 

self-examination. 



Rector’s Letter June 3, 2020 p.2 of 2 

 

 As a white American and disciple of Jesus Christ, I need to listen and learn 

from people of color and to act. In acting for justice and equality, I need to partner 

with people of color and to risk making mistakes. I cannot allow fear to paralyze 

me. I commit, with God’s help, to act for justice and equality and peace, to 

cooperate with people of color, and when I make a mistake, to repent and to seek 

reconciliation. 

 As a white American and disciple of Jesus Christ, part of my work as a citizen 

with power and privilege is to hold local and national leaders and institutions 

accountable to justice and equality. Through personal and community action, I 

must respond to acts of injustice, oppression, degradation, and violence. I 

understand that, as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ, violence is not one of my 

choices, and I commit, with God’s help, to practice love, non-violence, truthfulness, 

and self-sacrifice in striving for justice and equality. 

As a white American and disciple of Jesus Christ, I cannot designate myself an 

ally of people of color, that designation can be given to me only by people of color. I 

commit, with God’s help, to do all in my power to work for justice and equality so 

that I may be an ally. 

I recognize that not everyone reading this letter is a white American. The 

diversity of Saint Anne’s includes differences of race, nationality, language, gender, 

financial resources, age, ability, education, and sexual orientation and identity. Our 

diversity is a blessing and a strength; I pray that it will continue to grow. What we 

have in common is discipleship to Jesus Christ. As faithful disciples of our Lord, I 

hope that we will all commit, with God’s help, to strive for justice, equality, and 

peace. May we take the fire that would burn our world to the ground and transform 

it into the fire that fuels our mission. May God bless us in this work. 

 

Faithfully, 
 

Russ+ 


