Zoom Bible Study for 3rd Lent Year B 3/4/21 Cleansing of the Temple
Collect of the Day: Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help
ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be
defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
John 2:13-22 Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. 15Making a
whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also
poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who
were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!’ 17His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume
me.’ 18The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ 19Jesus answered
them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 20The Jews then said, ‘This
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three
days?’ 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that
Jesus had spoken.
Plan: Teaching and then Reflecting Together
Passover Feasts: 3 in John
What is Passover?
Lamb of God imagery 1:29 1:36

Liturgy!

Temple and the Dwelling Place of God
John 1:1-14 (The Word -- from the Prologue to the Gospel of John) Interpretive Key!
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in
the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people.
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The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his

name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
John 4:21-26 A further more direct declaration by Jesus to the Samaritan Woman at Well
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ).
“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”
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Pitfalls: Transactional Religion “Exchange is the name of the game” (Shea) Quid-pro-quo

VV 18-22 The Authorities demand a sign
John’s term “The Jews”
We are all Jews.
The Book of Signs (1:19--12:50)
Jesus’ response to the demand is enigmatic. Destroy this temple and in 3 days…
The overall meaning of our Gospel text: Redefining Temple Worship.

>>> anger, rage >>>>>> brutal death of Jesus

But do they get the sign they were seeking? What do you think?
The point of much of this Gospel: coming to believe (cf. 20:30)

Reflecting together

